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judges are Senators of the College and number fifteen. Five (Lords
Ordinary) sit as judges of First Instance (the Outer House). The
remainder (Inner House) sit in two divisions presided over by
the Lord President and the Lord Justice-Clerk respectively. From
the Inner House an appeal lies to the House of Lords.
Criminal	In cases of breach of the peace and other petty offences the justices
Courts. in Justice of the Peace Courts in the counties and in Police Courts
in the burghs have jurisdiction of a limited kind. There is an appeal
to Quarter Sessions from the former courts and from both on ques-
tions of law to the High Court of Justiciary.
The bulk of the criminal work is done by the Sheriff Court. This
Court has jurisdiction to try any common law crime not expressly
excepted, and all statutory offences assigned to it, provided that
the maximum penalties are adequate (summary—three months'
imprisonment or £25 fine; under solemn procedure with a jury—
two years' imprisonment). Appeal lies to the High Court of
Justiciary, which is also the highest criminal court of first instance.
The court consists of the fifteen Senators, who are also Lords
Commissioners of Justiciary. They go individually on circuit as
well as sitting in Edinburgh. Appeals against conviction by the
Court are heard by three or more of its judges, but there is no further
appeal to the House of Lords.
Prosecutions      Private prosecutions are very rare for common law offences, e.g.
in Scotland, homicide, theft. Nor can a private person prosecute for such an
offence or a statutory offence punishable with imprisonment without
the option of a fine except by leave of a public prosecutor, unless
there is express statutory provision. Every criminal court has a
public prosecutor who is in the High Court and by solemn procedure
in the Sheriff Court the Lord Advocate, in the latter court for sum-
mary offences a Procurator-Fiscal. As in England there are special
provisions for summary trial of offences committed by juveniles.

